[image: image1.png]


[image: image1.png]

Admissions Policy 2015
Philosophy of the School

Brereton is a Church of England Aided Primary School situated in the Diocese of Chester and is maintained by Cheshire East Education Authority. As a Church Aided School, RE, collective worship and the whole ethos of the school are based on the teachings of the Church of England.  Parents who object to this are advised to apply to another school.  The Governors publish a prospectus to help parents decide on their choice of schools and to give other important information about our school.  Please look at this carefully before applying for admission.

Admissions Procedure

The Governing Body is the Admissions Authority and responsible for taking decisions on applications for admissions. Places will be given under an equal preference system which is coordinated by the Local Authority. For the school year commencing September 2015, the Governing Body will admit up to 30 children into the Reception Class.

If there are more than 30 applications, places will be allocated according to the following criteria: -

1. Priority will be given for admission to any children who are in the care of the Local Authority or who are provided with accommodation by the Local Authority or previously looked after children who are in the initial stages of the adoption process
2. Children who have special social or medical needs (supporting letters from Social Worker, Medical Specialist are required and should be included, in a sealed envelope, with the application form).

3. Children resident in the parish. (a map is available from school)
4. Children who have a sibling in school who will still be attending in the following year. This includes half brother or sister, adopted brother or sister, step brother or sister, or the child of parent/carer’s partner, and in every case the child should be living in the same family unit at the same address.
5. Children whose parents are faithful and regular worshippers in a Christian church, as recognised by Churches Together in England (we may ask for evidence such as a letter from your vicar). 

6. Other children

If there are not enough places to admit all applicants meeting any one criterion, the Governors will apply the above criteria, in order of priority, to all these applicants.

Notes

(a) All applicants will be considered at the same time and after the closing date for admissions
(b) A parent is any person who has parental responsibility or care of the child. Where admission arrangements refer to ‘parent’s attendance at church’ it is sufficient for just one parent to attend.

(c)  “Resident” refers to the child’s permanent home at the proposed date of admission.

(d) By “faithful and regular” we mean attendance at a minimum of two main Sunday services per month.

(e) It is the duty of governors to comply with class size limits at Key Stage One.
(f) Where the above criteria are not adequate to distinguish between requests for admission which cannot all be accepted without exceeding the admission limit, priority will be decided on the basis of the distance from the school measured by ,using the Local Authority’s computerised system using an Ordinance Survey address point system which measures straight line distances in miles from the address point of the school to the address point of the place of residence, where those living closer to the school receive higher priority. In the event of a tie-break a paper draw will be undertaken by an independent body.
Right of Appeal

Parents who are not offered a place for their child have the right of appeal to an Independent Appeals Panel.  Parents wishing to appeal should write to the Clerk of Governors at the school within 14 days (10 working days) of the date of notification of the decision.  Should an appeal be unsuccessful, the Governing Body will not consider further applications from the parents within the same academic year unless there have been significant and material changes to the circumstances.
Admissions Guidelines:
· Parents can now apply for a place in a Cheshire East school online at www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/admissions or by completing the paper form available from the Local Authority.  Telephone: 0845 1110 304

· Further details about applications are available from the Local Authority
· For children who will be five between 1st September 2014 - 31st August 2015 the closing date for applications is January 2015.
· Section 324 of the Education Act 1996 requires the Governing Bodies of all maintained schools to admit a child with a Statement of Special Educational Needs that names their school.
· 15th January is the final date for admissions

· Letters to parents with the offer of a place will be sent out from the Local Authority on 29 April 2015
· The Governing Body of Brereton C of E (A) Primary School will allocate places in accordance with the LA equal preference model for the allocation of places.

· Here at Brereton we recognise that Reception children need a phased start to their school life. We phase in full time admission over the first four weeks of term; admitting the children on a part time basis and gradually working up to full days.

· From September 2010, following changes in admissions legislation, all 'in year' applications for school places, i.e. those applications made during the academic year and for admission to age groups other than the normal year of entry* must be made on the home local authority's common application form. 

· The common application form will allow parents and carers resident in the area of the authority to express up to three school preferences  (for schools in any authority) ranked in priority order.  Therefore any parent applying for a place in a school maintained by another authority  must also include this  school as a  preference on the home authority's application form.  As with applications for admission in September into the normal year of entry, local authorities will then coordinate all applications (preferences) through liaison with schools that are their own admission authority e.g aided and foundation schools, and with other local authorities where applicable, before notifying parents of the single offer of a school place in accordance with the authority's determined scheme.  

· Parents applying for places at this school, whether 'in year', or for the normal year of entry, must also complete as part of their application the governing body's supplementary information form, which is available on request from the local authority or from the school. Copies can also be obtained on the authority's website.

· Full details of the process for applying for places 'in year' from September 2010 will be available on the authority's website from April 2010.  

*The normal year of entry for admission in September is year 7 as a secondary transfer, reception entry to a primary or infant school, and transfer into a year 3 class in a junior school.

Last year there were fifty seven applications for places. The Admissions Committee applied the criteria and offered places to children as foundation places.

No places was offered under criteria one.

No places were offered under criteria two.

Eleven places were offered under criteria three.

Ten places were offered under criteria four.

Nine places were offered under criteria five.

Address of pupil

The address used on the school’s admission form must be current at the time of application. If the address changes subsequently, the parent should notify the school. Where the parents live at different addresses, the current at the time of application, normal address of the child will be the one used. This will normally be the one where the child wakes up for the majority of Monday to Friday mornings. Parents may be asked to show evidence of the claim that is being made for the address. Eg utility bills of various sorts showing the child’s address as the one claimed. Where there is a dispute about the correct address to use, the governors reserve the right to make enquiries of any relevant third parties eg the child’s GP. For children of UK Service Personnel and other Crown Servants returning to the area proof of the posting is all that is required.
Fraudulent applications

Where the governing body discovers that a child has been awarded a place as the result of an intentionally misleading application from a parent (for example a false claim to residence in the catchment area or of involvement in a place of worship) which effectively denies a place to a child with a stronger claim, then the governing body is required to withdraw the offer of the place.  The application will be considered afresh and a right of appeal offered if a place is refused.

Deferred admission

If your child is due to start school during the next academic year, it is important that you apply for a place for September.  If your child’s fifth birthday is between the months of September and December, then, if you wish it, admission may be deferred until January; if it is between January and April, then admission may be deferred until the start of the summer term though it is likely to be in your child’s interest to start no later than January.

Twins

Where there are twins wanting admission and there is only a single place left within the admission number, then the governing body will exercise as much flexibility as possible within the requirements of infant class sizes.  If only one place can be offered then parents will be advised that random allocation undertaken by an independent body will be used and parents will be informed of their legal right of appeal for the other twin.  

This policy was written and agreed by Governors on 13th October 2014

This policy will be reviewed in September 2015
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